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THE  HOUSE  OF YORK
(1461-1485)

THE apparent result of the battle of Towton was
to secure Edward IV. on the throne, and indeed for
a time his position was unassailable. A packed
parliament confirmed his title, declared the Lan-
castrian kings to have been usurpers, and annulled
their acts. The whole country acknowledged the
new monarch, and even such strong supporters of
the late dynasty as the Percies and Somerset made
their submission. These nobles, indeed, presently
rebelled and raised the north, with the help of Queen
Margaret and some French auxiliaries, but they were
defeated by Lord Montague at Hedgely Moor and
Hexham; and their death, after the latter battle,
was an advantage for the* king (1464). Shortly
afterwards, Henry VI. was captured and imprisoned
in the Tower, while Margaret took refuge at the
court of Louis XL The Lancastrian party, for a
time, disappeared, and it seemed that the house of
York was firmly established. But there was one